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1.  INTRODUCTION
Turkey is a country bridging between Asia and Eu-
rope, neighboring 9 countries.  The population is 71,794,000. 
The number of driving license holders is 17,296,216. The 
number of motor vehicles is 10,236,357.
Additionally, almost 6,500,600 motor vehicles are 
using Turkish Roads for international road trafﬁc per 
year.
The ratio of increase of population and motor ve-
hicle ownership is very high in Turkey.  Between 1995 
and 2004, the population increased by 16.29% and mo-
tor vehicle ownership increased by 72.83%.  During the 
last ten years (1995-2004), the number of road trafﬁc ac-
cidents (92.14%) and injuries (19.35%) also increased. 
Fortunately, the number of fatalities decreased by 26.27% 
during that period.  
2. HOW TURKEY SUCCEEDED THE DECREASING 
FATALITIES?
Decreasing fatalities by 26.27% was not a coinci-
dence.  Turkey took necessary and important measures 
in order to reduce serious accidents.  The measures were 
taken on road trafﬁc (1) engineering, (2) education, (3) 
enforcement and (4) rescue, ﬁrst-aid and emergency 
health services.
Turkish Road Trafﬁc Law was amended on October 
17, 1996 by the law number 4199.  Thanks to this amend-
ment:
 1) High Council for Road Safety headed by Prime Min-
ister was established;
 2) Road Trafﬁc Safety Council Headed by Deputy Direc-
tor General for Security was established;
 3) Road Safety Research Center was established;
 4) Turkish Gendarme began to act in Road Trafﬁc ac-
tivities like national police;
 5) Honorary Road Trafﬁc Inspectors began to work in 
order to support Gendarme and Police inspections;
 6) Road Safety Education became compulsory during 
primary and secondary schooling;
 7) Amounts of ﬁnes were increased;
 8) Punishments became heavier like suspension or can-
cellation of driving license, imprisonment etc;
 9) Frequent violators became subject to psycho-tech-
nique assessment;
 10) Obligation to go to driving school for having driving 
license;
 11)  Income being used for road trafﬁc services were in-
creased.
In addition, Turkey signed a loan agreement with 
the World Bank in order to improve Road Safety in 1996. 
By this loan, many activities were realized by Turkish 
institutions related to road trafﬁc (including universities). 
There was a consultant company to guide this road safety 
project.  The project ended in 2003.
(1) The Main Activities Achieved on Road Trafﬁc 
ENGINEERING during the Last Decade: 
• Security standards of motor vehicles were im-
proved (Harmonization to European Union Legis-
lation);
• The length of motor way -auto route- was increased 
by 550 km more;
• The length of divided highway was increased by 
6,100 km more;
• 1,253 black spots on roads were improved;
• 23 overloading control devices, which are very so-
phisticated, began to work;
• Modernization and improvement of railway trans-
portation;
• Underground-Metro began to operate in several 
big cities (like in Ankara and Istanbul);
• High technology (computerized) trafﬁc control 
centers began to operate in several big cities;
• Encouragement and subvention to operate sea trans-
portation.
(2) The Main Activities Achieved on Road Trafﬁc 
EDUCATION during the Last Decade:
• Compulsory road safety education began at pri-
mary and secondary schools;
• Compulsory road safety education programs were 
broadcasted at local and national radios and Tele-
vison stations for at a least half hour every week;
• Several universities increased their functions in 
favor of road safety;
• NGOs increased their activities on road safety;
• Compulsory attendance at driving schools to have 
a driving-license;
• Compulsory and extra education for heavy vehicle 
drivers in order to drive commercial aim.
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(3) The Main Activities Achieved in Road Trafﬁc 
ENFORCEMENT during the Last Decade:
• Patrol cars equipped with video cameras and com-
puters were put in service;
• Road trafﬁc data collection and assessment cen-
ters began to operate;
• Specialized Road Trafﬁc Police Training Center 
(School) began to operate;
• Road Transportation Law came to force;
• Legislation on using effectively tachometer on 
heavy vehicles came into force. Heavy ﬁnes and 
punishment to violators against takograph legisla-
tion were implemented;
• Coordination between road trafﬁc institutions 
thanks to the a/m councils;
• National Gendarme began to act on road trafﬁc 
like National Police;
• National Police enlarged its structure in favor of 
road safety;
• Fine amounts were at set of deterrent level and sub-
ject to increase at every year;
• Enforcement with targets and plans;
• Training in service and controls realized by big 
companies who hire heavy vehicle drivers.
(4) The Main Activities Achieved in Road Trafﬁc 
RESCURE, FIRST-AID and EMERGENCY SER-
VICES during the Last Decade:
• Command Control Centers in every city were mod-
ernized and improved;
• Emergency Service Stations were increased.  There 
are actually 1,094 stations;
• Ambulances were increased.  There are 1,094 am-
bulances now;
• Knowledge and ability of society to provide First 
Aid and Emergency were also being increased by 
First Aid Centers run by the Ministry of Health.
Table 1  Number of road trafﬁc accidents, persons killed, persons injured, motor vehicles and population
 Total  
 Population 
'(000)
Registered 
motor vehicles
Motor vehicles 
involved in 
accidents (1)
Total accident Accident involving 
death and 
personal injury
Number of 
persons killed
Number of 
persons injured
1995 61,737 5,922,859 521,331 279,663 66,029 6,004 114,319
1996 62,873 6,305,707 613,333 344,643 60,790 5,428 104,599
1997 64,015 6,863,462 730,419 387,533 61,480 5,125 106,246
1998 65,157 7,371,541 824,933 458,661 71,240 6,083 125,793
1999 66,293 7,758,511 819,624 465,915 72,269 5,713 125,158
2000 67,420 8,320,449 877,994 500,664 75,991 5,510 136,751
2001 68,529 8,521,956 767,358 442,960 66,243 4,386 116,203
2002 69,626 8,655,170 763,473 439,777 65,748 4,093 114,412
2003 70,231 8,903,843 795,260 455,637 67,031 3,946 118,214
2004 71,794 10,236,357 932,111 537,352 77,008 4,427 136,437
Notes: (1) Data is included motor vehicles involved in responsibility area of trafﬁc police.
 (2) Until 1998, statistical data on trafﬁc accidents with gendarmerie responsibility area has been compiled by the responsibility area of trafﬁc police. 
Source: Road Trafﬁc Accident Statistics 2004, Prime Ministry Republic of Turkey, Turkish Statistical Institute
3. CASUALTIES
Table 2 Number of average persons killed and injured in road trafﬁc accidents per vehicle and population
[Trafﬁc accidents involving death and personal injury, involving materiall loss]
Number of persons per 100,000 vehicles Number of persons per 100,000 population Rate of vehicles in road 
trafﬁc accidents (0/00) (1) Number killed Number injured Number killed Number injured
1995 101.4 1,930.1 9.7 185.2  88.0
1996  86.1 1,658.8 8.6 166.4  97.3
1997  74.7 1,548.0 8.0 166.0 106.4
1998  82.5 1,706.5 9.3 193.1 111.9
1999  73.6 1,613.2 8.6 188.8 105.6
2000  66.2 1,643.6 8.2 202.8 105.5
2001  51.5 1,363.6 6.4 169.6  90.0
2002  47.3 1,345.0 5.9 167.2  88.2
2003  44.3 1,327.7 5.6 168.3  89.3
2004  43.2 1,332.9 6.2 190.0  91.1
Notes: (1) Data do not cover the number of vehicles in the area of gendarmerie responsibility.
            (2) Road trafﬁc accidents are included in the responsibility area of the trafﬁc police and gendarmerie.
 Source: Road Trafﬁc Accident Statistics 2004, Prime Ministry Republic of Turkey, Turkish Statistical Instutite
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Table 3 Average of persons killed and injured per trafﬁc accidents
[Trafﬁc accidents involving death and personal injury]
Number of  
trafﬁc accident 
Persons killed Persons injured
 Number 0/00 Number 0/00
1995 66,029 6,004 90.93 114,319 1,731.35
1996 60,790 5,428 89.29 104,599 1,720.66
1997 61,480 5,125 83.36 106,246 1,728.14
1998 71,240 6,083 85.39 125,793 1,765.76
1999 72,269 5,713 79.05 125,158 1,731.84
2000 75,991 5,510 72.51 136,751 1,799.57
2001 66,243 4,386 66.21 116,203 1,754.19
2002 65,748 4,093 62.25 116,412 1,770.58
2003 67,031 3,946 58.87 118,214 1,763.57
2004 77,008 4,427 57.49  136,437 1,771.73
Note: Road trafﬁc accidents are included in the responsibility area of the trafﬁc police and gendarmerie.
Source: Road Trafﬁc Accident Statistics 2004, Prime Ministry Republic of Turkey, Turkish Statistical Instutite
Table 4  Index of trafﬁc accidents, persons killed and injured (1995=100)
 Total  
accidents
Trafﬁc accidents 
involving death
Trafﬁc accidents 
involving 
personal injury
Trafﬁc accidents 
involving 
material loss
Number of 
persons killed
Number 
injured
Value of 
material loss 
YTL
1995 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
1996 123.24  93.72  91.95 132.87 90.41  91.50 218.47
1997 138.57  86.41  93.60 152.62 85.36  92.94 462.34
1998 164.00 104.42 108.14 181.35 101.32 110.04 989.67
1999 166.60 101.77 110.01 184.26 95.15 109.48 1,579.28
2000 179.02  95.60 116.50 198.79 91.77 119.62 2,640.63
2001 158.39  78.22 101.92 176.34 73.05 101.65 3,045.18
2002 157.25  75.98 101.28 175.08 68.17 101.83 4,107.26
2003 162.92  69.22 103.86 181.90 65.72 103.41 5,396.75
2004 192.14  77.10 119.49 215.48 73.73 119.35 11,276.60
Note: Road trafﬁc accidents are included in the responsibility area the trafﬁc police and gendarmerie.
Source : Road Trafﬁc Accident Statistics 2004, Prime Ministry Republic of Turkey, Turkish Statistical Instutite 
Table 5   Population inﬂuence rate from trafﬁc accidents
[Trafﬁc accidents involving death and personal injury]
 Number of killed and 
injury 
Population             
'(000)
Number of accidents Population inﬂuence rate 
from trafﬁc accidents (0/00)
Rate  inﬂuenced from 
trafﬁc accidents (0/00)
1995 120,323 61,737 66,029 1.95 1,822.28
1996 110,027 62,873 60,790 1.75 1,809.95
1997 111,371 64,015 61,480 1.74 1,811.50
1998 131,876 65,157 71,240 2.02 1,851.15
1999 130,871 66,293 72,269 1.97 1,810.89
2000 142,261 67,420 75,991 2.11 1,872.08
2001 120,589 68,529 66,243 1.76 1,820.40
2002 120,505 69,626 65,748 1.73 1,832.83
2003 122,160 70,231 67,031 1.74 1,822.44
2004 140,864 71,794 77,008 1.96 1,829.21
Note: Road trafﬁc accidents are included in the responsibility area of the trafﬁc police and gendarmerie.
Source : Road Trafﬁc Accident Statistics 2004, Prime Ministry Republic of Turkey, Turkish Statistical Instutite
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Table 6  Distribution of road trafﬁc accidents, area and population in European Union countries and Turkey, 2003 
[Trafﬁc accidents involving death and personal injury]
Persons killed Persons injured
Country
Area (km) Population 
(000)
Number of 
Trafﬁc 
accidents
Number Rate from 
population 
(0/00)
Rate from 
trafﬁc ac-
cidents (0/00)
 Number Rate from 
population 
(0/00)
Rate from 
trafﬁc ac-
cidents (0/00)
Belgium 30,528 10,396 49,065 (1) 1,470 (1) 0.14 30   6,796 (1) 6.54 1,385
Denmark 43,094 5,398 6,749 432 0.08 64   8,412 1.56 1,246
Germany 357,022 82,532 354,334 6,613 0.08 19 462,170 5.6 1,304
Greece 131,957 11,018 15,751 1,605 0.15 102  20,737 1.88 1,317
Spain 505,992 41,874 99,987 5,399 0.13 54 150,635 3.60 1,507
France 551,500 59,900 90,220 5,731 0.10 64 115,929 1.94 1,285
Ireland 70,273 4,028 5,985 335 0.08 56   8,262 2.05 1,380
Italy 301,318 58,145 235,142 (2) 6,682 (2) 0.11 28 334,679 (2) 5.76 1,423
Luxembourg 2,586 452 720 53 0.12 74   1,052 2.33 1,461
Netherlands 41,526 16,258 31,635 1,088 0.07 34  37,976 2.34 1,200
Austria 83,858 8,140 43,426 931 0.11 21  56,881 6.99 1,310
Portugal 91,982 9,992 41,495 1,356 0.14 33  55,258 5.53 1,332
Finland 338,145 5,220 6,907 379 0.07 55   9,088 1.74 1,316
Sweden 449,964 8,976 18,365 529 0.06 29  27,103 3.02 1,476
United Kingdom 242,900 57,851 214,030 3,508 0.06 16 287,099 4.96 1,341
Czech Republic 78,866 10,211 27,320 1,447 0.14 53  35,438 3.47 1,297
Estonia 45,227 1,351 1,931 164 0.12 85   2,539 1.88 1,315
Latvia 64,589 2,319 5,379 493 0.21 92   6,639 2.86 1,234
Lithuania 65,300 3,446 5,965 709 0.21 119   7,266 2.11 1,218
Hungary 93,030 10,117 19,976 1,326 0.13 66  26,627 2.63 1,333
Malta 316 400 13,979 17 0.04 1   1,171 2.93 84
Poland 312,685 38,191 51,078 5,640 0.15 110  63,900 1.67 1,251
Slovania 20,273 1,996 11,676 242 0.12 21  16,703 8.37 1,431
Slovakia 49,036 5,380 8,551 645 0.12 75  11,321 2.1 1,324
Turkey 774,815 70,231 67,031 3,946 0.06 59  118,214 1.68 1,764
Notes: (1) Data are including 2000
 (2) Data are including 2001
Source: Statistics of Road Trafﬁc Accidents in Europe and North America, 2005
Source : Road Trafﬁc Accident Statistics 2004, Prime Ministry Republic 
of Turkey, Turkish Statistical Instutite
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4. CONCLUSIONS
If we bear in mind how road trafﬁc accidents nega-
tively affect individuals and society, our target should be 
“Vision Zero” like in Sweden. To take preventive mea-
sures are both more humanitarian and economical. There-
fore, there are still many things to be achieved in order to 
have better road safety in Turkey.  We need to take more 
effective (preventive) measures in the following areas at 
the same time:
(1) Change the environment so that the road user is phys-
ically guided into taking the correct action (engineer-
ing);
(2) Supply road users with information and practical 
training to cope with this environment (education);
(3) The application of trafﬁc laws which, while apparently 
restrictive in content, are nevertheless designed to guide 
users safely around the road system (enforcement);
(4) Have rescue vehicles, ambulances and emergency 
service stations equipped with modern devices and 
qualiﬁed personnel in order to save victims as many 
as possible after accidents (Rescue, First-aid and 
Health Services).
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